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Spectacular venues in the 
heart of historic Greenwich



The Old Royal Naval College (ORNC) is a 
spectacular architectural masterpiece at the heart 
of the Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site,
on the banks of the River Thames. The historic site 
with its breath-taking interiors and beautiful 
outdoor spaces, play host to a whole range of 
public events, with filming, photo-shoots, indoor 
and outdoor concerts, performances, festivals, 
talks and exhibitions throughout the year. 

Situated just a short distance from central London, 
the ORNC incorporates the famous Painted Hall, 
the exquisitely designed Chapel, the imposing 
Admiral’s House, the Visitor Centre, courtyards, 
colonnades and extensive lawns overlooking
the river. This distinctive site was designed by
Sir Christopher Wren and features some of the 
finest architecture in Europe.

Become part of this rich programme and discover 
the perfect setting for your event amongst these 
unique historic treasures.

Private hires with catering, including weddings, 
receptions and corporate events, can also be 
hosted at the ORNC. For these, please visit
www.ornc.org/venuehire or contact our venue hire 
team on 020 8269 2131 or at venuehire@ornc.org

Internal spaces

The Painted Hall

Set your event against the very finest back-drop, 

in a venue described as ‘the Sistine Chapel of the 

UK’. Famed for the greatest piece of decorative 

painting in England, the magnificent Painted Hall 

was designed by Sir Christopher Wren and 

Nicholas Hawksmoor. The breath-taking painted 

ceilings and walls took 19 years to decorate, 

being finally completed in 1727.

A masterpiece providing a truly memorable 

setting for exclusive events; available to hire 

from 5pm onwards. As the Painted Hall is open 

to the public, daytime hire may be agreed

upon application.

Measurements:

Lower Hall  30m x 15m

Upper Hall  13m x 15m

The Chapel

Let your music soar in this beautiful living, 

working church, with its spectacular classical 

interior, and outstanding natural acoustics 

created by its distinctive 18th century curved 

ceiling. This inspiring venue is the perfect setting 

for evening concerts, recitals and lectures. 

Daytime hire, including weddings and special 

services, can also be accommodated, please 

contact our Chapel Manager on 020 8269 4788

or email DRobson@ornc.org

Measurements:

Chapel  25m x 15m

Galleries  2m x 36m

Stage your event in
an historic masterpiece

The ORNC is certainly set up for the new and different challenges an event brings.
The on-site management team are accommodating and help us deliver our main goal

to ultimately put on an unforgettable show.

Jason Cotillard, Commercial Director, Greenwich Music Time



Queen Mary Undercroft
Discover this atmospheric hidden gem directly 

underneath the Chapel, featuring an elegant 

vaulted ceiling, original stone columns,

and chandeliers.

Available to hire from 4pm

Measurements: 32m x 14.5m

King William Undercroft
This smaller, equally elegant space beneath the 

Painted Hall offers similar features for events.

Measurements: 16.5m x 13m

Victorian Skittle Alley
For a truly unique backdrop step back in time,

to our genuine Victorian Skittle Alley. Adjacent to

the undercrofts, it was converted from the

Royal Naval College’s infirmary in 1864 to keep 

Naval Pensioners occupied, and still amuses 

visitors today.

Measurements: 32m x 3.5m

Admiral’s House
One of the oldest buildings of the College, with 

beautiful views out across the River Thames. 

Take over the whole house, or choose one or 

more of its charming rooms.

Measurements:

Hawksmoor Room:  9m x 6m

Webb Room:  8m x 6m

Morning Room:  6m x 7m

Wren Room (1st floor):  8m x 6m

Hardwick Room (1st floor):  9m x 6m

Kay Room (1st floor):  5.5m x 6.5m

All of these spaces can be used as impressive 

backdrops for filming, photo-shoots, product 

launches, and exhibitions.

Hidden historic
treasures



Grounds and Gardens

The extensive grounds of the Old Royal Naval 

College offer versatile outdoor areas with 

spectacular views, ideal for concerts, festivals 

and charity events.

Upper and Lower Grand Squares
Place your event at the historic heart of the 

Greenwich World Heritage Site. Lying between 

the famous twin domes of the Old Royal Naval 

College, the Upper and Lower Grand Squares 

offer glorious views of the Thames and London in 

one direction, and Greenwich Park and the Royal 

Observatory in the other. Comprised of paved 

and lawn areas, they present an unrivalled 

back-drop for the most memorable festivals, 

events and filming.

Measurements:

Upper Grand Square  82m x 33m

Lower Grand Square  70m x 60m

King William and King Charles Lawns
Running alongside the King William and King 

Charles buildings and bordered at one end by 

the Thames, the King Charles and King William 

Lawns are attractive, mid-sized outdoor

spaces, each divided into four quadrants with

a central fountain topped by the distinctive 

College lantern.

Measurements:

King William Lawn  96m x 40m

King Charles Lawn  88m x 40m



Grounds and Gardens continued

Pepys Lawn, Monument Gardens and 
Chapel Garden
Smaller-sized, off-shoot spaces suited to 

intimate outdoor events of 300-600 people,

or as a base for activities in the wider area. 

Pepys Lawn offers access to the Old Brewery

and the Visitor Centre, whilst Monument 

Gardens overlooks the iconic Cutty Sark and

the Thames River Walk.

Measurements:

Pepys Lawn  40m x 15m

Monument Gardens  30m x 10m

Chapel Garden  30m x 10m

King William Courtyard and Queen 
Mary Courtyard
Impressive courtyards showcasing the ORNC’s 

world-class architecture.

Measurements:

King William Courtyard  48m x 30m

Queen Mary Courtyard  50m x 40m

Colonnades
Get a breath of fresh air on the King William and 

Queen Mary Colonnades either side of Upper 

Grand Square. With detailed baroque ceilings 

and the College’s distinctive outdoor lanterns, 

these make exceptionally beautiful open air 

spaces. Available for hire along with the Painted 

Hall, Chapel, and Undercrofts, or on their own.

Measurements:

Colonnades  100m x 4m

Central wide area  24m x 8m

The Old Royal Naval College has been the setting
for many memorable productions, including...

1968 The Charge of the Light Brigade

1979 Murder by Decree

1983 Octopussy

1984 The Bounty

1992 Patriot Games

1994 The Madness of King George

1994 Four Weddings and a Funeral

1995 Sense and Sensibility

1999 An Ideal Husband

2001 The Mummy Returns

2001 Lara Croft: Tomb Raider

2004 Vanity Fair

2006 The Queen

2007 The Golden Compass

2008 The Duchess

2008 Little Dorrit

2009 Young Victoria

2010 Gulliver’s Travels

2010 The King’s Speech

2011 Pirates of the Caribbean:
 On Stranger Tides

2011 Great Expectations

2011 The Iron Lady

2012 Skyfall

2012 Les Misérables

2014 Muppets Most Wanted



Booking your event

If you’d like to see your public event hosted in the 

historic splendour and spectacle of the Old Royal 

Naval College, we’d be delighted to hear from 

you. Please complete an Event Application Form 

outlining your requirements, with as much detail 

as possible.

On a site with such rich history and varied mixed 

uses, care is required when hosting, to ensure 

that both the archaeology of the site and the 

activities of our tenants and neighbours face

minimal disruption.

We will assess the nature of your event, its 

potential for public engagement, impact on the 

ONRC site and its users, date availability, event 

management and health and safety logistics,

and advise you of any concerns.

We will also arrange a site visit and discussion 

with our estates and facilities team to ensure the 

vision for your event can be fully realised, before 

agreeing your booking.

To allow time for all relevant event planning, 

legislation, licensing and staffing, we kindly 

request that you book at least 3 months in 

advance of a small-scale event and 6 months 

before a large event at the ORNC.

To find out more or to discuss your requirements 

please contact our Commercial Team on

020 8269 4798, or email events@ornc.org

Locating venues at the Old Royal Naval College

Access: All of our venues are accessible for wheelchair users, with the exception of the first floor rooms in 
the Admiral’s House. Blue badge parking is available on-site, on request.

Equipment: We will be able to advise on audio-visual suppliers and other equipment suitable for the venues 
when planning your event.

Please note: All external measurements are approximate and some lawns have fountains and lights on them. 
Queen Mary Court has bollards in the middle.

The site is managed by the Greenwich Foundation for the Old Royal Naval College, a charity whose mission is 
to preserve and interpret the buildings and grounds for present and future generations.

Set the stage
for your event

Framed by unique architecture and the River Thames, and with a variety of
hard-standing and grassed areas, the ORNC has provided the perfect setting for

GDIF events for many years.

Bradley Hemmings MBE, Artistic Director, Greenwich and Docklands International Festival
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